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Independencia de America: Fuentes para su Estudio. CaMlogo de 
Documentos conservados en el Archivo General de Indias de 
Sevilla. Primera Serie. By PEDRO TORRES LANZAS, Jefe del 
Archivo de Indias. In six volumes. (Madrid. 1912. Pp. xiv, 

464; 510; 526 ; 558 ; 584; 152.) 
OF the many confusing periods in the stilI unknown history of 

Spanish America, there is none more puzzling to the student than that 
which includes the wars of independence. Never have the causes, 
progress, and consequences of the revolt of the colonies been given the 
scientific investigation that they deserve. The details of the struggle, as 
they may concern a particular country or some prominent individual, 
have been chosen often enough for narration; but the expositicn does not 
rest on an elaborate and impartial use of original material. Accordingly, 
the appearance of the six preliminary volumes of what promises to be 
an extensive calendar of the documents on the subject available in the 
General Archive of the Indies at Seville is most gratifying. That they 
are published under the immed"iate supervision of the director of the 
archive, Senor Pedro Torres Lanzas, already well known for his contri
butions to cartography, affords confidence in the accuracy of the 
compilation. 

The volumes in question cover the years 1546-1842. They supply 
8000 items, of which fourteen, relating chiefly to the ancestry of 
Miranda, Bolivar, and Sucre, are dated prior to 1750, and forty-eight 
after 1826, the great bulk naturally falling between 1808 and 1826. 
Arranged in chronological order, the extracts give the date, the place 
where the document was written, an outline of the subject-matter, and 
the shelf-number. The reference to place of origin, however, is not 
always cited, and the locality where any particular event occurred has 
to be determined at times from the text of the item, or from a geograph
ical allusion in the shelf-number itself. If the documents bear the same 
date, no especial order is observable. The sixth volume contains an index 
of names and places, the usefulness of which is much impaired by it.>s 
arrangement of items according to separate volumes instead of continu
ously through all five. 

In the introduction the editor raises the question: "vVho knows the 
history of the independence of America from the Spanish viewpoint?" 
Yet, in some measure at least, if was precisely because the early work 
of Torrente, the only important treatise on the general course of the 
struggle, is so pro-Spanish in tone that Spanish-American writers have 
dealt with the matter in an equally partizan fashion on the other side. 
The query, indeed, arouses a suspicion lest the present compilation 
should have been made on the basis of a selection of material quite as 
unfair; but a close examination of the contents of the several volumes 
serves to dispel the thought. 

Out of the enormous mass of documents preserved at Seville, and 
soon to be swelled by the papers relating to America which are found 
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in the archives at Madrid, the compiler has striven, conscientiously it 
would seem, to bring together only some of the most important. He 
alludes frankly (p. xiii) to the total omission of any reference to the 
rebellion of Tupac Amaro (sic), for example, and calls attention to the 
relatively limited number of items bearing upon such incidents as the 
uprisings in Bogota and Mexico, the formation of juntas, the work of 
Miranda, the attempt of the .British to seize Buenos Ayres, and the 
recognition of Ferdinand VII. For some reason, also, the illustrative 
documents, which the compiler declares (p. ix) were to be inserted at 
the close of the fifth volume, are not forthcoming. Typographical slips 
now and then warn the student to be careful about his dates. A brief 
description of the mode of classification followed in the General Archive 
of the Indies would have enabled the worker unfamiliar with the arrange
ment to fix more readily the scene of action associated with a document. 
In the same connection it would have been interesting to learn just what 
portions of the entire collection have been levied upon for the present 
volumes. 

Apart from the great value that the calendar has in other respects, 
two features deserve special remark. Of these one reveals the extent to 
which the idea of independence had been developing long before the 
revolution began, and the other, how exceedingly complex the struggle 
was. Nowhere else in print is the emphasis laid so definitely on the 
necessity of studying the movement in the closest possible relationship 
with the local environment in each of the centres of origin, before 
attempting to form.a conception of it as a whole. 

WILLIAM R. SHEPHERD. 

MINOR NOTICES 

Aegyptisches Vereinswescn zur Zeit der Ptolemiier und Romer. 
Von Dr. Jur. Mariano San Nicolo. Erster Band. (Munich, Oskar 
Beck, 1913, pp. 225.) A reviewer may easily do this book an injustice. 
On the one hand, he is bound to find it unsuited for the reader at large. 
It has, indeed, a few narrative passages that are informing and easily 
read, but the main body of the book is so sprinkled with snippets of 
Greek and citations of sources and authorities that only the scholar will 
proceed very far with it. On the other hand, it does not yield much that 
is new to the specialist. Even historians who have mastered the works of 
Ziebarth and Poland on the Greek V crcinswesen, Rostowzew's Studien 
zur Geschichte des Romischen Kolonates, Lesquier's Institutions mili
taires de ['Egypte sous les Lagides, and Wilcken and Mitteis's Grundzuge 
der Papyruskunde have little to learn from this book. They will be 
rewarded for their patience, if they read it through, only here and there, 
by a bit of good criticism. We doubt whether it will convey many new 
ideas to them or to the professional papyrologists. 

The author is partly to blame if his book-which shows paper, print, 
presswork, and proof-reading of rare excellence for a German work of 


